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NEW YURK (NKA)—The KGB
is in trouble again. Russia's se-
cret police agency has had an- -
other spell of bad luck in re-
cent months and | -
as a result a new ! o (e

1o be brewing in 3
the Kremlin. i
A curt

& o, ey,

sta_tc— gi ";" ./:

in May announced
.

that Viadimir | .
Semichastny, a: ™ P }
former leader of. ..

the Young Com-: .-
munist Leaguc
lost
his job as chiel of the KGB and
‘“‘trans{erred to other work.” He
was succeeded by Yuri Andro-
pov, a burly man of 52, who is
(or was then) a {riend and close
associate of Lenoid Brezhnev,

Dennen

- head of the Russian Communist
" party. -

Now, according to East Eu-

. ropean Communists, Andropov is

also in trouble and probably on

~ his way out.

Strange Dcaths
The removal of Semichastny in

‘May was obviously related to

the struggle for power betwcen
his patron and mentor, Alexan-

“der Shelepin, and Brezhnev. But

the Kremlin, it scems, also held
Semichastny responsible for the
death of Maj. Gen. Lukshin, a

. senior officer of the KGB.

An unprecedented official
statement by the Kremlin re-
vealed only that Lukshin *‘died
tragically in the course of his
duties.” However, East Euro-
pean Communists insisted that’

- he was killed near Khabarovsk.

less than 50 miles from Red
China, in a battle with Mao Tse-
tung's secret agents.

They recalled that the -decline
of Shelepin, Semichastny’s pred- "
ecessor in the KGB, coincided
with the assassination of anoth-
er high-ranking officer of the
secret police, Maj. Gen. Georgy
Naimushin, who was also re-
ported to have died “while car-
rying out his service duties.”

“l’ol;ng ’I‘urkk" Lose Out
The demotion of the ‘‘young -
Turks” — Shelepin, Semichastny -

and & third top official of the
KGB, V. 8. Tikunov — marked

ed ~Approved ki Helea

All three Were appointed to their
jobs by Nikita Khrushchev while

they svera slill pcsnheen A8 tha

oung Turks were better politici- |
ns than officials of the sccret
olice. During their rule of the
GB the United States CIA
anaged to secure the £00,C5
on of Col. Oleg Penkovsky, a
p Russian seccret agent who
rovided an invaluable stream
[ information to the West un-
I he was caught hy the KGB
d executed. In addition, num-f
ous Soviet agents had also
en flushed out in Western
urope. :

It was therefore the task of
dropov to tiphten securily
easures and, above all, stop
‘the defection of Moscow’s se-
.Clet agents.

Indoubtedly. too. Brezhnev®
sEpt better at night, knowing
tht the KGB was in the hands
off & man he selected, rather
thhn In the hands of Khrush-:
clfev’s choice from the ranks of
t Komsomol.
S

iknificant Defection

ut Andropov was in office
oy threc months when Yuri
Lgeinov, a Soviet spy who posed
asfa Canadian citizen, defected
infSouth Africa. He was an im-
pogtant agent who confessed to
esfionage in 23 countries.

hen came another blow for

whilch Andropov was held respon- |

sitfle. Stalin’s daughter, Svetlana .
AlRluyeva, cluded the': XGB's °
wilespread network and finally -
fognd  asylum in the United

Stdges, o

ut the greatest hlow to An- '°

dr@bov's , prestige was the re- '

cclgt defection in West Germany -

of fLieut Col. Yevgeny Runge. | -

Thugh probably not as import-
angan agent as Col. Penkovsky, |
Rulge operated for many yoars
efffcient KGB organizations in
Wt Germany., o

nge is now in the United |

States undergoing Interrogation
by American intelligence of-
ficials. It was his defection, it
is belicved, that is the main rea-
son- for Andropov's plight.

Runge faced a problem In

fleeing. The KGB usually holds

a secret agent’s family in host-
age to .prevent defection. But
50 sure was Andropov of Runge’s
loyalty that he permitted him to
take his wife and son abroad.
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